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'WAR, PEACE AND CATHOLIC CONSCIENCE' 
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DAYTON, Ohio -The Rev. Michael Baxter, C.S.C., national secretary of the Catholic 
Peace Fellowship and assistant professor of theology at the University of Notre Dame, will 
present "War, Peace and Catholic Conscience" from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, AprilS, in 
Liberty Hall at the University of Dayton. 
Admission at the Catholic Peace Fellowship workshop on conscientious objection is 
open to all with a suggested donation of $10 or more. It's designed for those concerned with 
Catholic conscientious objection and, in particular, for those interested in offering support for 
faithful Catholics in the military who want to discern their consciences. 
Sessions will cover the Catholic theology of conscientious objection, the legal situation of 
those who apply for CO status and practical actions for those offering CO counseling. To 
register, contact Kelly Johnson, assistant professor of religious studies at UD, at (937) 229-4393 
or via e-mail at kelly.johnson@notes.udayton.edu. 
"The goal is not to draw boundaries and say, 'Here are the good Catholics and here are 
the bad Catholics,'" Johnson said. "We will present Catholic teachings and the just war tradition 
and learn how to foster conversations where folks can make the kinds of serious discernments 
on these issues." 
Catholic Church teaching recognizes both pacifism and the just war theory as acceptable 
moral positions for Catholics, and both positions require that faithful Catholics only obey 
military orders when and insofar as their informed conscience permits, according to Catholic 
Peace Fellowship literature. No act can be a service to the well-being of the country if it is 
contrary to one's conscience, it said. 
The Catholic Peace Fellowship was founded in 1946 to support Catholic conscientious 
objectors, draft resisters, anti-war activists and all Catholics committed to peacemaking in 
accord with the teaching of Jesus. It convened, served and sustained a community of Catholic 
peacemakers for nearly two decades. It was revived in the lead-up to the war in Iraq. 
OFFICE OF Pu~Bc RELATIONS 
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 
(937) 229-3241 (937) 229-3063 Fax 
www.udayton.edu 
